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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON STORMS #28
OVERVIEW — More storms swept through southern Wisconsin Thursday afternoon, bringing heavy rain — including 3 inches in Grant County and Iowa Counties — and reports of widespread tornadoes. While dams seemed to be stabilizing, road closings increased. The Interstate Highway near Portage and in Jefferson County were underwater. Local agencies continue in the response mode to flooding situations across southern Wisconsin. 
FLOODING, TORNADOES
Grant County sustained major damage between Lancaster, Potosi, and Ellenboro. 
Several homes on Hippie Hollow Road in Potosi Township are reported destroyed. Homes in the Village of Tennyson reported water over the first floor. Many homes throughout the rural areas of central Grant County report major damage. Many homes in Lancaster, Livingston, and Potosi are reporting moderate damage.
 
Power is out in the Village of Montfort and Livingston due to a substation failure.  Alliant Energy is working to address the problem and should have power restored soon.
 
A reception center and shelter is open at the Youth and Ag Building at the Grant County Fairgrounds (Elm Street, Lancaster).  The shelter is staffed with Grant County Health and  Human Services Employees pending the arrival of the Red Cross.  The shelter will remain open overnight.  Residents with immediate needs can report to the reception center/shelter for human services assistance.
 
The Village of Potosi and the City of Lancaster have opened emergency operations centers and are assessing damages.  The Potosi EOC is located at the Potosi Fire Station.  The Lancaster EOC is located at the Lancaster Fire Station (608-723-2357).
 
Residents who experienced damages are asked to contact the Grant County Emergency Management Office, 608-723-7171.  Lines will be staffed through the evening.
 
Iowa County reports receiving 3 inches of rain over a short period of time early this afternoon and they are incurring flooding throughout the western part of the county. They have water over roads where they have not had it before. Residents of Avoca are being asked to voluntarily evacuate to Muscoda. In Livingston in Iowa County another unconfirmed report

In Columbia County, Portage received 4 inches of rain; mudslides, rescue people out of cars. In Pardeeville, an unconfirmed tornado was reported.

Green Lake County reports culverts washed away, fires from downed power lines, every roadway is flooded.

Fond du Lac/Dodge Counties: Two unconfirmed tornado reports were received by State Patrol in the Ripon area 

Walworth County:  A possible tornado in the East Troy area of Walworth County damaged six homes and two barns. There were widespread power outages but no injuries. 

Crawford County: In Soldier’s Grove two severely damaged utility poles threatened to cut power to the village.

Weather outlook: flash flood watch remains in effect for all of south central and southeast Wisconsin through tonight. Thunderstorms are expected to produce widespread heavy rainfall of one to three inches overnight. Locally higher amounts of 3 to 5 inches are possible. 

A tornado watch remains in effect for most of southern Wisconsin until 8 pm cdt this evening. Some thunderstorms may become severe, Producing hail up to ping pong ball size and damaging wind gusts to 70 mph. A few tornadoes are also possible. Since the ground is very saturated, straight-line winds over 50 mph. would topple many trees.

Federal Emergency Management Agency: FEMA, SBA (Small Business Administration) and the State of Wisconsin have begun damage assessments today for the private sector in Sauk, Columbia, Milwaukee, Vernon and Crawford Counties. The teams should finish on Friday.
ROAD CONDITIONS

Interstate Highways:
· Southbound lanes on Interstate-39, south of Portage at mileage marker 88 near Highway 33, was underwater at about 4 p.m. It was still raining hard at 4:35. People are being asked to stay off the road. Two I-39 ramps are closed 
· I-90/94 westbound to I-39 the northbound ramp is closed 
· I-90/94 eastbound to I-39 the northbound ramp is closed
· South-bound Interstate 39 at the Cascade Mountain Road/County U overpass was down to one lane due to overtopping of the Baraboo River just west of the highway and at mid-afternoon, Exit 85 was closed. Water is being pumped from the infield of that interchange and culverts leading to it are blocked. 

· All west-bound lanes of Interstate-94 over the Crawfish River in Jefferson County have been closed at mile marker 267. Traffic is being detoured south on Highway 26 to County B to County V to Highway 89 at Lake Mills, back to I-94.


Grant County: 
· As of 5PM the following roads are closed:
Highway 81 between Platteville and Lancaster
· Highway 133 in Potosi
· County Highway G at Sand Branch Road
· County Highway Q from Fennimore to County G
· County Highway A west of County D
· County N near the Pigeon River
· County N south of Elmdale Road
· County U from Dutch Hollow Road to the Potosi Township Shop
· Numerous township roads are closed, including most roads in Beetown and Potosi Townships.
 
Highway 80 and 61 have reopened to traffic.  Highway 35, 18, and 151 are also open.
 
Iowa County:

· Highway 133 along the Wisconsin River from Highway 80 and 130  

· Highway 130 between Highways 133 and 23
· Highway 80 between Highway 18 to the Iowa/Lafayette county line
Additional Info:
The Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation web site (http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/incident-alerts.htm) has up-to-date maps and information on road closures for Interstate and major state highways; or call 1-800-ROADWIS (762-3947). 
DAM CONDITIONS
· Figor Dam near Wyocena in Columbia County broke; no damage was reported downstream. 

· Rome dam on the Bark River in Jefferson County is being watched carefully. 

· The dam at Waterford on the Fox River has not failed despite concerns.

From 75 to100 dams are considered high-hazard in the affected areas. 234,000 sand bags have already been delivered. Wisconsin Emergency Management has ordered 200,000 additional sand bags; 140,000 bags will be stored at Volk Field and 60,000 will be stored with Green Lake County Emergency Management. The sand bags will be delivered tomorrow.

STATE AGENCY RESPONSE
DNR: Wardens are directing traffic in Iowa and Grant Counties
DATCP: Food inspectors continue to monitor retail and processing facilities. There have been no reports of livestock impacts. Crop damage estimates are still pending. One dairy herd has been moved to a non-flooded milking parlor.
WI National Guard: National Guard engineers continue to provide engineering expertise to other officials through aerial and ground assessments. Completed delivery of 20,000 sandbags to Dodge County. Also delivered 10,000 sandbags to Mukwonago. 
Dept. of Corrections: Oakhill (Fitchburg) and Columbia (Portage) Correctional Institutions are filling sandbags in the facilities for the City Portage and the Village of McFarland.  3500 sandbags made between the two facilities today. Corrections had 20 strike teams with a total of 119 inmates deployed.
VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

Salvation Army

2-1-1 Centers – Taking calls from people wanting to volunteer or donate and putting the information into a database for when they are needed.  Also taking calls for people looking for assistance related to the flood and referring them to where they can go.

Gays Mills and Viola — fixed feeding sites will start serving meals on Friday. Three  mobile feeding units have been deployed in Richland, Vernon, Crawford and Sauk counties to feed emergency workers, survivors and volunteers. The food is being donated by Organic Valley. They are also working with the Volunteer Center in Milwaukee to coordinate requests for volunteers to muck out basements.

LaFarge and Gays Mills — Catholic Charities is ready to assist at the high schools.

Vernon and Crawford Counties — ARES/RACES amateur radio clubs have been providing damage assessment communications and safety patrol for with the respective local authorities. Other counties are preparing for mutual aid or assistance to their own county.

Washington County — the Volunteer Center is managing a call center with Citizen Corps staff using their main phone number and our office.  The call center will log and match callers needing assistance with offers of help.  The call line will be answered during normal business hours and will support a voice mail system for call-backs to callers leaving messages after hours.  

Reedsburg — Southern Baptist has brought in a mobile kitchen and it is set up. They are supplying Red Cross with meals for their ERVs.  They are also providing the Kitchen staff for Salvation Army’s fixed feeding site in Gays Mills. Their Temporary Child Care Unit is on "Alert" and ready to respond to care for children up to the second grade.  Their Mud-Out unit is on "Alert" waiting for our direction as to when they can respond.

Kendall — God's People Helping People went door-to-door to find out who needed help with cleaning, cleaning supplies, food and some of the damage that was done.  

Lutheran Social Services has 22 crisis counseling staff providing outreach services to individuals in the 14 counties. 

Red Cross  

Shelters are open (with the overnight population) in Avoca (Community Center) Reedsburg (Pine View Elementary -- 8), Soldiers Grove (North Crawford -- 3), Columbus (Zion Luther School – 2) LaFarge (High School), Milwaukee (Tommy Thompson Center -- 10). A shelter will be opened in Janesville and a team in Lancaster.


Standby shelters are being readied at: Caledonia(Racine), Ft Atkinson (St Joseph Catholic Church), Viroqua (High School), Ontario (Library), Kendall (Community Center). 

Monitoring of events for possible shelter needs in Pewaukee,  Portage, and Washington County. 

Greater Milwaukee Chapter has a reception Center open at the Chapter office at 2660 W Wisconsin. 

Emergency response vehicles are positioned in Reedsburg and Gays Mills with clean up kits, water and comfort kits.
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