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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON STORMS #21
OVERVIEW – No major changes to the flooding situation occurred overnight. Severe weather is expected tomorrow, which could cause more problems. Governor Jim Doyle will be visiting Soldiers Grove and Mukwonago today to survey flood damage. Westbound I-94 west of Johnson Creek re-opened at 9 a.m. TODAY. The westbound lanes had been closed yesterday due to concerns about high water levels on the Rock River. Water levels had dropped about 1 foot since last evening. This morning DOT bridge engineers inspected the bridge, found no damages or threats and determined it was safe to re-open that section of I-94. DOT engineers will continue to monitor the situation and if the river rises again to unsafe levels, DOT will close that section again.
Dept. of Transportation/Road Closures:  US 151 and WIS 73 in Columbus are now open. Water has receded and is no longer on the roadway.  

The Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation web site (http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/incident-alerts.htm) has up-to-date maps and information on road closures for Interstate and major state highways. DOT estimates that portions of at least 3 dozen state highways are closed due to flooding. 

Water is rising and within three feet (vertical) of Interstate 90-94 at the WIS 33 interchange and at WIS 33 & County U in Sauk County. Traffic detour plans are currently being worked on should either road have to be closed.  Eight portable changeable message boards are being moved to the area to assist with the detours if necessary.  Two bridge inspectors are checking the freeboard level at bridges in the vicinity and will continue to monitor it periodically. 
Department of Natural Resources: DNR has sent wardens to Richland and Crawford counties. In Crawford County they are evaluating the flood situation in Steuben and Gays Mills. 
Current Dam Conditions:
Waukesha County:

· Late Tuesday night a DNR dam engineer was on-site to monitor the Phantom Lake Dam in Mukwonago in Waukesha County. Seepage was increasing, but the dam is still holding. DNR will continue to keep a dam engineer on-site to monitor the situation. If the dam fails, I-43 between 83 and 164 may need to be closed.  State Patrol offered assistance if needed to close the highway.  DNR has not identified any structures that would be threatened in the flood plain downstream from the dam.  A railroad bridge and the Hwy 83 bridge could be affected.  Barricades and other resources have been prepositioned at strategic locations around the dam. Hwy 83 remains closed. 
Sauk County :

· Virginia Lake Dam is now a concern, but the dam is holding. Water is rising and at last report was 2 feet below the top of the dam. DNR reports there are no structures downstream of the dam. 
Marquette County

· Montello Granite Dam in Montello is experiencing very high flows and levels.  The city is sandbagging residences on the Montello River downstream of the dam.
· Marquette County Emergency Management reports all other dams in their county are stable.
Vernon County

· The County is discussing a deliberate breach of the Primmer Dam (West Fork Kickapoo 17) in the next couple of days, after the water levels recede, in order to prevent additional impoundment of water in future precipitation events.  This will minimize additional damage to spillway and abutments. DNR engineers are reviewing breach plans this morning.
· Reports of the Hillsboro dam failing are incorrect. The Hillsboro dam did NOT fail. There was minor damage that was stabilized. A DNR dam engineer reviewed the dam on Monday and the dam did not fail. The engineer reported the dam appears structurally sound and is functioning.
Adams County

· Kohl Dam was reported failed on Monday, but the latest report is that it only partially failed.  DNR and county engineers are investigating.

DNR has made requests of the Governor's office for two executive orders to facilitate dam inspections and repairs of bridges and culverts.  The first suspends the required 30-day public notice period for culvert and bridge permits, and allows waterway permitting on-site.  The second executive order suspends the need for permission to inspect (trespass law) to determine the structural integrity and potential safety problems at any and all dams.

WI National Guard:  National Guard engineers continue to provide engineering expertise to other officials through aerial and ground assessments.

Dept. of Corrections: 17 strike teams (100 inmates total) are sandbagging in Montello, Columbus, Baraboo, and Monona (Belle Isle) and removing debris in Viola.

State Patrol: State Patrol has sent strike teams to Gays Mills, Soldiers Grove and Wauzeka for traffic control.

Federal Emergency Management Agency:  FEMA will coordinate with WEM today in preparation for damage assessments beginning Thursday in Sauk, Columbia, Milwaukee, Vernon and Crawford Counties. 

Jefferson County: Jefferson County officials report  that residents of 20 homes in Hubbleton near the Jefferson/Dodge County line east of Waterloo were evacuated due to Crawfish River flooding. Evacuating residents are reporting to Zion Lutheran School in Columbus.
Red Cross – Red Cross is currently serving 20 people total in the following shelters: Columbus, Gays Mills/Soldiers Grove, La Farge, Reedsburg and Avoca.  A Viroqua shelter is on standby. Distribution centers will be open today in La Farge, Kendall, Ontario and Viola for distribution of water, clean-up kits, etc.  Disaster assessment has begun in most areas.
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