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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #17
OVERVIEW
The National Weather Service has issued a flash flood watch for all of south central and southeastern Wisconsin from 7 p.m. until tomorrow morning.  Thunderstorms could bring more rain tonight. The watch covers the area south of a line from the Dells to Beaver Dam to Port Washington. 
The State Emergency Operations Center is operational from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Wisconsin Emergency Management has regional directors stationed in Vernon, LaCrosse, and Crawford Counties.  The state continues to coordinate with local and county officials. 
National Weather Service Update
Thunderstorms expected early morning Thursday, Aug. 23. Another chance of rain expected late Thursday into Friday, Aug. 24. Storms could shift from southern Minnesota to central Wisconsin; 1-2 inches of total rain expected. Richland County should expect ½-1 inch of rain, more locally. There could be some severe weather on the southern edge of these storms, including hail and high winds. River levels are generally down, including the Kickapoo at Ontario and LaFarge. The headwaters of the Kickapoo did receive three inches of rain overnight and the river will crest again, but not as much as before. 

REPORTS FROM COUNTIES

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be conducting Preliminary Damage Assessments (PDA) in Crawford, Richland, Vernon, Sauk and La Crosse Counties beginning Tuesday.  Wisconsin Emergency Management held a conference call with emergency management offices in Dane, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Racine, Rock and Columbia Counties to discuss the damage in those counties and if a PDA should also be conducted in those counties next week as well.  
Columbia County: County officials are reporting $6,000 in public damages. Most of the damage is in the Lodi area.
Dane County: Officials are reporting 31 homes with minor damage; $26,064 in public infrastructure damages.  Pumping operations are occurring in Stoughton, Monona, and Brooklyn.  

Green County: Several roads are closed and others covered with water, but passable. One road under construction received considerable damage.  There are also a few downed trees with some sewer backup reported in New Glarus
Iowa County:  Local officials are reporting $10,000 in private damages and $44,000 in public damages.  

Kenosha County:  Local officials are reporting the Fox River is climbing.  Numerous roads covered with water. There is a voluntary evacuation of North Silver Lake.  
Jefferson County:  Minor flooding in low areas primarily farm land.  One road closed in Lake Mills.

Lafayette County:  Pecatonica River is rising.  One road is closed.  
Racine County:  Local officials are reporting 20 homes with flood damage.  There is no report of dollar amount.  In addition, officials report substantial damages to the soybeans and sod farms with an estimated loss of $1 million.  
Rock County:  Officials report approximately $33,500 damage to public infrastructure.

Road Closures 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation notes there are many road closures throughout Wisconsin.  Check WisDOT’s website at http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm for updated information. 

REPORTS FROM STATE AGENCIES & VOLUNTEER GROUPS
WI ARES/RACES - Amateur Radio Emergency Service/Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service are providing communications support in Richland County to county emergency and government responders. 
Wisconsin National Guard – Wisconsin National Guard engineers are assessing the extent of damages to roads in the towns of Shelby and Bergen before conducting any necessary repairs. Members of the 115th Civil Engineering Squadron have completed clearing debris from Coon Creek #17 dam in Vernon County.  The 115th CES will continue clearing the spillways at three other dams in the county.  Approximately 80 Wisconsin National Guard personnel are supporting flood response operations. 
Department of Natural Resources – The DNR issued a press release instructing people who need to re-install culverts and bridges to reach homes, farms and businesses cut off by washed out roads and floodwaters to contact DNR for immediate advice on culvert sizing and other issues to assure the work is done properly.  Link to release: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/news/rbnews/BreakingNews_Lookup.asp?id=629
DNR Forestry in Dodgeville sent 10 personnel, nine pumps, and four drafting hoses to Gays Mills Fire Department to assist in pumping out flooded buildings.
Executive Order #212 was issued by the Governor relating to inspection of dams.  This will allow statewide emergency inspection of dams as necessary for the protection of public safety.  Link to Executive Order http://www.wisgov.state.wi.us/journal_media_detail.asp?locid=19&prid=2866
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection – issued press release instructing farmers where to report agricultural losses.

Department of Corrections – There are four teams in Vernon County clearing debris from dams.  Teams have cleared the debris from the spillways of West Fork Kickapoo #12 and Bad Axe #2 dams in Vernon County. The teams have been redeployed to West Fork Kickapoo #3 and Bad Axe #16 dams. Another group is working to clear basements in Soldiers Grove.  On Thursday morning there are plans for six teams to clean culverts in the Town of Shelby. Other teams can be mobilized for debris removal work within counties.  

DHFS/Public Health – Additional tetanus and well test sampling kits were sent to Vernon and Crawford Counties with well test sampling kits sent to Richland County.  
Department of Transportation – WisDOT has inspected 150 bridges; four bridges are closed on State Highway 80 in Richland County; two bridges are closed on State Highway 60 in Richland County. Of the six bridges closed, three will require structural review/design to complete the repair. WisDOT plans to inspect 45 bridges (8/22/07) that were inaccessible or were on closed roads. By the end of 8/22/07, all bridges in the effected areas will have been inspected once. There are 22 remaining bridges that will require further inspection after the water recedes.

Wisconsin State Patrol – A damage assessment flight was completed today with checks of five dam sites. 
Red Cross – Shelter Update

· Shelters are open at the Richland Center Middle School, the North Crawford High School and in Kenosha County at the Old Union Grove Elementary School.

· Reception Centers are open in La Crosse County at Central High School and Vernon County at Viroqua High School. Reception centers are open from 11am-9pm.  
· The Vernon County reception center will likely transition to a shelter on Wednesday evening due to the pending weather forecast.  The Vernon County Reception Center will be moved tomorrow (Thursday, 8/23) to Living Faith Church with same hours.
