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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #13
OVERVIEW
The State of Emergency now covers five western Wisconsin counties.  It has been expanded to La Crosse County and Sauk County and also remains in effect for Vernon County, Richland County and Crawford County.
Crawford County is holding a community meeting for residents of Gays Mills and Soldiers Grove tonight (8/21/07) at 6:00 p.m. at the North Crawford High School.  Gays Mills is working to restore sewer services and villagers whose homes are clear of water are coming back to town.  

NATIONAL GUARD

Approximately 50 Wisconsin National Guard soldiers are deploying in three teams to help clear debris on Highway 35 and in the towns of Clayton and Utica.  This brings the total number of Wisconsin National Guard members supporting recovery operations to 80.
WisDOT

There are road closures at Hwy 35, Hwy 60 and Hwy 80.

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation continues to assess state bridges and continues to work with local officials to assess damage to town and county roads and bridges.  WisDOT has inspected most of the bridges that were affected and will continue into the week
For information about road closures, please visit WisDOT’s website at: http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm.   

CURRENT DAMAGE ESTIMATES

Preliminary estimates from counties in southern and western Wisconsin show the following damage assessments:

Private property: $18 million 
Public property:  $13 million 
Residents who have experienced flooding should report the damage to their County Emergency Management office.
RED CROSS and SALVATION ARMY 
The Salvation Army has opened canteens in Gays Mills, Richland Center and Union Grove and are distributing 350 flood clean-up kits in Sauk, Vernon and Crawford counties. 
The Red Cross set up an Operation Center in Soldiers Grove at the fire department and is providing help in applying for assistance and also distributing clean-up supplies. The Red Cross has shelters opened in Richland Center and Soldiers Grove. The Vernon County shelter is on standby. 
DHFS
DHFS reported that Richland County Health and Human Services Aging and Disability Resource Center is coordinating donations in Richland County.  To donate, contributors can call 608-647-4616 or visit the website at http://www.co.richland.wi.us/floodinfo/index.html.
State Human Services resources are in contact with local human services to assist as needed.
DNR
Public drinking water supplies in impacted areas are in reasonable shape.

The DNR’s West Central Office is assisting with bridge and culvert repairs. 
Dams are holding at this point and an additional DNR dam inspector was sent to Vernon County to assess the safety of the dams there. DNR Conservation Officers are helping local public health officials distribute sanitation and drinking water kits in more remote areas. Conservation Officers are assisting in Gays Mills with waste management to set up demolition disposal sites and clean-sweep sites.
