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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #12
OVERVIEW
The State of Wisconsin has requested assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and FEMA has received the request.  Preliminary damage assessments – the first step in requesting a Presidential Disaster Declaration – will be conducted starting Monday with briefings followed Tuesday through Thursday with site visits.  
Wisconsin Emergency Management will meet with U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service Tuesday (8/21) to discuss soil conditions and what that will mean for damage estimates and recovery.

No injuries or deaths have been reported in Wisconsin.

WisDOT

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation continues to assess state bridges and continues to work with local officials to assess damage to town and county roads and bridges.  WisDOT has inspected most of the bridges that were affected and will continue into the week.  It will report on the status of the inspections tomorrow (Tuesday).  
For information about road closures, please visit WisDOT’s website at: http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/flood.htm.   

CURRENT DAMAGE ESTIMATES

Very preliminary estimates reported by county emergency management directors:

Sauk County: $1.2 million, including estimated $1 million crop losses
Crawford County:  $11.4 million plus significant crop and livestock losses

Richland County:  $8.2 million

Vernon County: $8 million
RED CROSS and SALVATION ARMY 
Three shelters in southwest Wisconsin will still be open tonight:  LaCrosse Central High School, Richland Center Middle School, and North Crawford High School.  An additional shelter will probably be opened to serve Racine and Kenosha counties, which also were affected by flooding.
The Salvation Army continues to operate two mobile feeding units – one in Richland Center and one in Gays Mills.

DHFS

Tetanus vaccine and water test kits for private well testing have arrived in Richland, Vernon, and Crawford counties.  They will be distributed as needed through the local health departments.  Well casings that are underwater should be considered contaminated.  Owners should not disinfect wells until water recedes.
State Human Services resources are in contact with local human services to assist as needed.
DNR
Several dams in Vernon County are being closely watched by DNR and local officials.  Some of the dams were stressed but appear to be stabilized and are holding.  Two dams experienced substantial damage and will require repair.  
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
The Department of Corrections has resources ready for debris removal, if requested.

