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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #4
OVERVIEW – Crawford, Richland and Vernon Counties have declared county states of emergency. Governor Doyle is expected to declare a State of Emergency this afternoon.
No injuries or deaths have been reported.

Overnight thunderstorms produced 10-12 inches of rain across southwestern corner of Wisconsin producing widespread flooding. Numerous roads and bridges are washed out and closed.  Power lines and trees are also down.  Local officials are reporting numerous rescues of people trapped in vehicles.  No reports of injuries at this time.  Officials with the Department of Natural Resources, Department Health & Family Services, Department of Transportation, Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, Department of Administration, National Guard, State Patrol and Red Cross are at the EOC.  The WI National Guard is also on standby and the Joint Operations Center is activated.  Governor Doyle is being kept updated on the situation. WEM staff has been in contact with local emergency management officials and WEM Regional Directors Lois Ristow and Dan Dahlke are heading to Vernon and LaCrosse Counties.  A FEMA Region V official is expected to arrive at the State EOC this afternoon.  

The State Emergency Operations Center was activated at 5:00 a.m. this morning.  The EOC will remain open 24 hours a day for the next 48 hours at least.
VERNON COUNTY

5 dams -- DUCK EGG, RUNGE HOLLOW, RAAUM, CLOCKMAKER and SEAS BRANCH --are overflowing into emergency spillways. 

The Department of Natural Resources is concerned about erosion at the Runge Hollow and Seas Branch dams. Vernon County Emergency Management is evacuating areas downstream of both dams and is advising everyone to stay out of the areas around those two dams.

The Red Cross has opened a shelter at Viroqua High School in Viroqua.
RICHLAND COUNTY
Correction: Earlier Situation Reports stated that the residents of Pine Valley West Nursing Home southeast of Richland Center were evacuated. Pine Valley West is actually an apartment complex, NOT a nursing home. The residents from the Pine Valley West apartments were evacuated to the Pine Valley Healthcare and Rehabilitation facility, which is currently on emergency generator power. 

Richland County reports widespread flooding. Twelve of 16 townships are reporting damage.

CRAWFORD COUNTY

Search and rescue completed in Gays Mills. Entire downtown of Gays Mills is flooded, with reports of up to 4 feet of water in homes. 200+ homes are flooded in Crawford County.

The Red Cross has opened a shelter at North Crawford High School in Soldier’s Grove.

LaCROSSE COUNTY

The Red Cross has set up a shelter at Central High School in La Crosse.

