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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON FLOODING #3
OVERVIEW – Crawford, Richland and Vernon Counties have declared county states of emergency. Governor Doyle is expected to declare a State of Emergency this afternoon.
Overnight thunderstorms produced 10-12 inches of rain across southwestern corner of Wisconsin producing widespread flooding.   Numerous roads and bridges are washed out and closed.  Power lines and trees are also down.  Local officials are reporting numerous rescues of people trapped in vehicles.  No reports of injuries at this time.  No word on how many homes or businesses have been impacted.  The State Emergency Operations Center was activated at 5:00 a.m. this morning.   Officials with the Department of Natural Resources, Department Health & Family Services, Department of Transportation and State Patrol are at the EOC.  The WI National Guard is also on standby and the Joint Operations Center is activated.  Governor Doyle is being kept updated on the situation. WEM staff has been in contact with local emergency management officials and WEM Regional Directors Lois Ristow and Dan Dahlke are heading to Vernon and LaCrosse Counties.  A FEMA Region V official is expected to arrive at the State EOC this afternoon.  
From La Crosse County Public Safety:

Hwy. 35 is closed south from Hwy 14/61 in La Crosse County through all of Vernon County.
The highway is impassable with numerous washouts.
The area is considered hazardous and open to emergency personnel only!
 

The La Crosse County Sheriff's Department is reporting that people should avoid travel.  All rural roads have the potential for being hazardous. Road and trees may be unstable due to soft ground and wash outs. The potential will be heightened with more rain.
 

Utility companies are in the area working to restore power and telephone service.
From State EOC:

NATIONAL GUARD: Richland Center, Viroqua and Prairie du Chien (opened since Sit Rep #2) armories are open and National Guard staff are assessing assets available to assist.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES: 5 dams -- DUCK EGG, RUNGE HOLLOW, RAAUM, CLOCKMAKER and SEAS BRANCH --are overflowing into emergency spillways. Approximately 79 people living near the dams were evacuated earlier today.

NOTE: Governor Doyle will be holding a news conference at the State EOC at 2:30 pm today. 

