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SUBJECT:
FINAL SITUATION REPORT ON EAU CLAIRE FIRE  
OVERVIEW – Wisconsin Emergency Management continues to monitor an early morning fire at Waste Research and Reclamation located in the Town of Washington, outside of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, approximately one mile south of Interstate 94.  Fire crews began to fight the fire at 11:45 a.m. using foam then following with water. At 1:00 p.m., the fire was declared to be controlled and contained.  At approximately 2 p.m., the incident command determined the situation was now a local response and state resources in the incident command were released. DNR and DHFS will remain on site for further monitoring and remediation. There are no reports of injury or death. 
Evacuations - A half-mile evacuation around the plant is still in effect for the Town of Washington. Evacuees are being sheltered at the town hall.  
Road Closures: Both lanes of Highway 93 remain closed from Golf Road to about 1-1/2 mile south. Interstate 94 was temporarily closed starting at 11:30 a.m., between exits 59 and 70.  The westbound interstate was reopened after 1 p.m. and the eastbound interstate reopened at 1:45 p.m. 
Responders – Fire departments from Altoona, Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire and associated town fire departments are on scene as well as the State Patrol. The Department of Natural Resources is on-scene conducting air monitoring. Also on scene is the Level A Hazardous Material Team from Eau Claire & Chippewa Falls.  Wisconsin Emergency Management’s ACU 1000 trailer, a common communication bridge to allow for common radio and cell phone communication among the responders, was released this afternoon about 1 p.m.  Technical assistance from the Department of Health and Family Services was requested from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and local health department regarding the smoke plume associated with the fire.  Bureau of Environmental and Occupation Health staff provided advice to the Eau Claire City/County Health Department which issued a Health Advisory.  Additional staff were at the site to conduct air quality monitoring with specialized equipment and provide additional technical assistance as needed. Six air monitoring sites have not identified any health safety concerns. 
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Wisconsin Emergency Management – WEM partially activated the state Emergency Operations Center in Madison about 8:30 a.m. and was deactivated at about 2:30 p.m. 
Correction:  The second situation report stated that the Amber Alert system was used to notify residents of the voluntary evacuation.  This was incorrect. 
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