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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON TORNADOES #2
OVERVIEW – Last night, a series of severe storms and tornadoes swept through southern Wisconsin. The National Weather Service issued tornado warnings for Richland, Iowa, Sauk, Columbia, Marquette, Green Lake, Green, Dane and Waushara Counties.  Weather spotters and law enforcement reported numerous funnel clouds and tornado sightings.  Today, the National Weather Service is out on the scene determining how many tornadoes and at what intensity according to the Fujita Scale.  The hardest hit area appears to be Columbia County.  There are no reports of injuries.
Wisconsin Emergency Management activated the State Emergency Operations Center last night. WEM staff was in contact with local emergency management.  FEMA was also notified about the storms. There has been no request from the counties impacted by the tornadoes for state assistance.

Columbia County - County emergency management officials conducted damage assessments this morning.  The hardest hit area appears to be western Columbia County.  According to the National Weather Service an F1 tornado traveled about 15 miles causing the damage west of Portage. Two homes were destroyed.  Another 13 homes had minor damage ranging from roof and garage damage to some structural damage.  In addition, 5 campers at the Sky High Camping Report south of Highway 33, were flipped over and damaged.  The storms also led to two semis tipping over near the Interstate 39/Interstate 90-94 junction.  

The tornadoes and storms downed trees and power lines.  According to Alliant Energy about 4,100 homes were without power.   Today, most of the power has been restored. All roads are open.

Department of Natural Resources – The DNR reported today that a pole shed that stored equipment at the Pine Island Wildlife Center was destroyed.  They are in the process of determining if the equipment was damaged.  According to the DNR, the warehouse was covered by insurance. 

Iowa County – Last night, Iowa County Emergency Management reported one home with major roof damage near Barneveld.  
For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
