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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON TORNADOES #1

OVERVIEW – This afternoon, severe thunderstorms and tornadoes moved across southern Wisconsin.  The hardest hit area was Washington County where a tornado hit the city of Hartford.  According to the National Weather Service (NWS), at 2:27 p.m. Sunday afternoon, a rapidly developing, but rather small thunderstorm produced a brief F1 tornado that moved from Rubicon to Hartford.  The NWS says F1 rating is a preliminary rating.  See NWS map on page 2.
Washington County – According to Washington County Emergency Management two people were injured in the tornado.  The mayor of the city of Hartford is expected to declare an emergency later this evening.  The twister caused major damage to Lincoln Elementary School and a local motel. Several homes and businesses were also damaged.  Emergency management crews are surveying the impacted area to determine the extent of damage.  Numerous power lines and trees were also knocked down. The American Red Cross has opened up an emergency shelter.  They anticipate 25 people spending the night at the emergency shelter located at Rossman School.  The Red Cross also has deployed their mobile feeding station to provide meals to emergency workers and disaster victims.  The Wisconsin State Patrol is assisting with perimeter security in conjunction with local mutual aid.  Dodge County has deployed their mobile command center which is being used as a command post for emergency officials.  A news conference is scheduled for 7:00 p.m.
Wisconsin Emergency Management – Wisconsin Emergency Management partially activated the state Emergency Operations Center in Madison at around 3:30 p.m.  WEM staff has been in contact with the impacted counties.  The only request for state assistance is for the State Patrol to continue to provide perimeter security.  FEMA has also been notified. 
For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
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