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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT #15 – FEMA-1526-DR-WI

OVERVIEW  -- Severe thunderstorms swept across Wisconsin on the evening of June 23rd spawning numerous tornados and causing widespread damage.  Many counties reported downed trees and power lines.  At this time 10 counties have reported property damage and some reports of injuries and one fatality.  

Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) Regional Directors were on the scene working with local responders throughout the night and morning.  The State Emergency Operations Center was operational until 1:30 a.m.  WEM will continue to work with the affected counties to assess the damage and assist as necessary.  The Salvation Army and the American Red Cross also assisted those in need of shelter.  Utilities are working to restore power and it may take several days in some areas.  WEM has authorized a Civil Air Patrol mission to fly over the affected areas to document damages in the storm’s path.  WEM forwarded information to County Emergency Management offices regarding proper disposal of debris and other environmental concerns.  The Department of Health and Family Services in conjunction with the Adams County Health Department has provided a supply of tetanus vaccine to assure the safety of emergency responders and volunteers.  The counties affected by last evening’s storm are as follows:

Adams:  This County was severely affected by the storm.  The storm created a path 3 miles wide by 9 miles long incurring damages in the towns of Easton and New Chester.  Eleven injuries were reported, several serious.  A mobile home park was in the path of the storm along with numerous residences.  After clearing debris throughout the night main highways and roads are now open.  The Department of Natural Resources is assisting with debris clearance on town roads and private driveways.  Command post is located at Easton town hall located on Highway A off of Highway 13.  Red Cross is conducting a damage assessment and will try to identify primary residences affected by the storm.  UW Agriculture Extension is assessing damages to crop and farmlands.  WHEDA has funding available for temporary housing and aid to residents affected by the storm.

Dane:  The two areas impacted by a tornado are in the Tokay/Midvale Blvd. in Madison and Fish Hatchery Road in the Town of Madison.  A recycling center in the town received major damages.  There were no injuries or deaths from the storm.  Many trees and power lines were damaged.  There was reported damage to state-owned facilities.  Most of the damage to structures was caused by falling trees.

Dodge:  Damages were reported in Waupun.  Debris clearance of the main streets is expected to be completed by noon with assistance of prisoners from the Burke Center and the Dodge County Huber Center.

Fond du Lac: The County reported most of the damage occurred in the Alto area.  Forty-five homes incurred minor to major damages with 2 homes destroyed.

Green Lake:  A tornado passed through the Markesan area causing injuries with one seriously injured and one fatality when a house was destroyed.  Debris clearance on the main streets is also expected to be completed by noon today.

Jackson:  Damages have been reported in Alma Center, Hatfield area, and Taylor.

Monroe:  A tornado touched down in a campground in Warrens injuring six people, 1 seriously.  One home has incurred major damages.  The Red Cross is establishing a shelter in Tomah for people from the campground.

Outagamie: The County reported that a tornado touched down in the Kaukauna area causing minor damages to a several homes and businesses.

Portage:  A Lands End facility in the Stevens Point industrial park was damaged by a tornado.

Waupaca:  Downed trees and power lines have been reported and some property damage.

Damages incurred from last night’s storm in counties already included in the federal declaration are eligible for assistance.  The other counties affected will be assessed by WEM to determine if damages are of a magnitude sufficient to warrant a Preliminary Damage Assessment.

Federal declaration FEMA-1526-DR-WI declared June 19, 2004, included 11 counties for Public Assistance (Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Grant, Green Lake, Kenosha, Ozaukee, Vernon and Winnebago Counties.)  Seven counties are also eligible for Individual Assistance (Columbia, Dodge, Fond du Lac, Jefferson, Kenosha, Ozaukee and Winnebago Counties.)  Those individuals and businesses affected by the disaster may apply for assistance by calling the toll-free number, 1-800-621-FEMA (3362), from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a week, until further notice.  Those with speech or hearing impairment may call TTY 1-800-462-7585.

The Disaster Field Office will be operational beginning at noon today, and is located at 2300 East Badger Lane.  Hours of operation will be 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Preliminary Damage Assessments were completed yesterday in the counties of Jackson, Juneau and Marquette for Public Assistance.  Additional PDA’s are scheduled today in Jefferson, Monroe, and Waushara Counties.  In addition, a PDA will be conducted in Milwaukee County for Individual Assistance.  The PDA in Adams County for Public Assistance originally scheduled today has been postponed due to last night’s storm and will be rescheduled.  Based on the PDA’s, the State will be requesting that eligible counties be added to the declaration.

A Congressional/Legislative Briefing is scheduled tomorrow at the DFO beginning at 10 a.m.

Applicant Briefings for Public Assistance and Hazard Mitigation have been scheduled for the declared counties and will be conducted beginning June 28 through July 8.

Future situation reports will be issued as developments arise and may not be issued daily.

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
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