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SUBJECT:
SITUATION REPORT ON SEVERE STORMS/FLOODING #13

OVERVIEW –  Overnight rains continue to create flooding problems across the state.  Portions of La Crosse, Portage and Monroe Counties received 4-6 inches of rain causing flooding in homes and roads.  Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) Administrator Ed Gleason, Response and Recovery Bureau Director Rob Rude and East Central Regional Director Dan Dahlke were on site in Berlin and Omro to survey the flooding situation today and met with senior officials to discuss their concerns. Several counties have been reporting additional flooding and damage.  WEM has been working closely with county emergency management directors in keeping abreast of the on going situations across southern Wisconsin. 

Green Lake County – Residents and public safety officials continue to sandbag in the Berlin area.  As of 2:00 p.m. today, the Fox River at Berlin was 16.18 feet.  The flood stage is 13 feet. Officials predict the river will crest at record levels on Sunday at 16.4 feet.  Three members of the 1157th unit of the Wisconsin Army National Guard have been activated and are transporting 80,000 sandbags from Camp Douglas to Green Lake County for their use and for use by other counties in eastern Wisconsin.  In addition, the U.S. Corps of Engineers is providing 500 rolls of plastic to Berlin to assist in sandbagging efforts.  . 

Winnebago County – Sandbagging continues in the Omro and Eureka areas today.  The Sheriff and the County Board will meet to discuss issuing  a no-wake zone on county waterways and closure of portions of the Fox River while floodwaters remain high. The no-wake zones will help to reduce damage to homes along the waterways. Closing portions of the Fox River will prevent boaters from encountering unsafe conditions such as debris, high current and potential water contamination by sewage. 

Kenosha County – Sheriff’s deputies are going door-to-door in the Oakwood Shores Subdivision in the Town of Wheatland advising residents of a voluntary evacuation as the Fox River continues to rise.  An additional 4 inches of rain is causing the river to rise rapidly  this afternoon threatening this  community.    
–. 

Department of Corrections -  Department of Corrections is providing inmates to help fill sandbags in Green Lake and Winnebago Counties today.  Two inmate crews (10 inmates per crew) from the Winnebago Correctional Center are helping fill sandbags in Omro and one crew (12 inmates) from the Drug Abuse Correctional Center are working in Berlin. In addition, two more inmate crews are on standby.

Department of Natural Resources – Staff with the Dam Safety Program continue to work with local communities in monitoring dams as heavy rains have kept rivers rising. Several of the state trails and boat landings are closed due to flooding and high waters. In addition, DNR is reporting some beaches with erosion problems.  

Road Closures – Road closures are reported on these major highways:


WIS 49
Green Lake County


WIS 146
Columbia County

For further information, contact Wisconsin Emergency Management at 608-242-3232.
